Application questions for 8/28/2016 sermon
Philippians 2:12-16

God Empowers Our Obedience
When you hear or read God’s word, are you usually thinking about what you need to do to obey it? Said
another way, do you usually go away from hearing or reading God’s word, intending to obey, if there was
something in it that suggested action, suggested a change you need to make?
(Given, there are times where the passage was just teaching you something to know about God.)
“Grumbling” is complaining, it could be to God or even under your breath, about what God wants you to do.
If you ever grumble about what God has told you to do, please share how you do that and why you think you
do it?
Would you like to change that, and why?
“Disputing” is rationalize that God doesn’t know what He is talking about. You think you know better. If you
ever dispute what God has told you to do, please share how you do that and why you think you do it?
If you do that, do you think that is right? Do you think we really can know better than God?
If we don’t know better than God, why do you think we dispute what He tells us?
Would you like to change that you dispute with Him and His ways?
Do you believe that doing things God’s ways in life is really good for you?
In what ways might it play out to be good for you?
It what ways might it not seem to be working out to be good for you, but it is?
(could look at James 1:2-4)

(Make sure so make it to this question, and try to have everyone answer.)
What do you think it might look like to depend on God to work in you, with regard to behavioral and
character change?
If you have had an instance where you think that has happened, would you please briefly share with the
group? If it has happened many times, pick one.
(If you don’t make it to this question, it’s okay)
Do you maybe tend too much toward trying to accomplish all the changes in your life by your own efforts, not
looking to God to empower you? Why do you think you have done that?

Looking at verses 15-16, do you want your life to be a good representation of Christ, a light to people who
don’t know Christ?
What do you think needs to change for that to happen?

Bonus:
Was there anything new or interesting you learned in this sermon?

