Application questions for 5/21/17 sermon
Hebrews 13:17-19

Right Response to Your Church Leaders

Generally, what is your attitude about church leadership, and why? How do you think you generally
respond to your church leaders?
Is there a particular instance you can think of that you think you responded well to leadership? For
example, an individual leader or the elders were telling you something that went against what you
thought, but you let yourself be persuaded by what they were saying, and/or you submitted to their
direction? Would you share that instance, and how you feel about it now?
Is there a particular instance you can think of that you did not follow leadership of a church leader?
Why didn’t you? Do you think you had the right response? What was wrong with your response?
What do you think about the following statement?
If a person is appointed to a position in the church, that means they have some authority, and you
should be willing to follow their lead - being persuaded by them, as long as what they are telling you
is not contrary to the word of God, and yielding to them when your opinion differs from theirs.
For most people, when you agree with a leader it’s probably not too hard to follow them. But how do
you bring yourself to be persuaded by them, when what they are telling you is different than what you
currently think?
If it wasn’t already said, is there something from the sermon that would help with this?
When it’s a matter of opinion, and your opinion differs from your leader’s, how do you bring yourself
to yield to them?

If it wasn’t already said, is there something from the sermon that would help with this?
What might be exceptions to the principle ‘obey and submit to your church leaders’? What should
you do in those instances? Are you absolutely convinced that is what you need to do?
Does it ever cross your mind whether or not you are bringing joy or grief to your leaders? Do you
care? Why? Do you think you will care going forward?
(Make sure to make it to this question, and try to have everyone answer, even if it’s only briefly.)
If you already pray for your church leaders regularly, what is your practice? If you do not already
pray for your church leaders regularly, will you start now, and what do you plan to do?
Do you have a question for the group? It might be something you don't understand that others could
help with, or something you think should be covered that hasn't.

Bonus:
Was there anything new or interesting you learned in this sermon?

